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The End of the Art Object 
In Ray Bradbury’s 1953 dystopian novel ‘Fahrenheit 451’, authorities have burned books, not merely to 
destroy information, but to eliminate the friction, discomfort, and depth that art brings to human life. 
Extending this premise to a future where all physical artworks are destroyed, the concept of art survives 
only as a transient, biological experience. In this world, the museum is replaced by the human body, and 
the gallery by the fleeting moment.  

The Burning of the Object 
In the near future society will prevent citizens from lingering too long on subversive ideas, society will 
eradicate every static artwork — oil paintings, bronze sculptures, charcoal sketches, photographs,… 
Physical art is dangerous because it is permanent, it can be stared at for hours. Its fixed nature allows 
for scrutiny, dissent, and the preservation of ‘dangerous’ historical emotions. By destroying the art 
object, society destroys the possibility of lingering on an idea. 

The Rise of the Mnemonic Performer 
Visual art survives by migrating from the museum to human flesh. A new class of artisans emerges: the 
Performance Archivists or Mnemonic Vessels. These are performance artists who dedicate their lives to 
becoming the living memories of destroyed masterpieces. They do not paint, sculpt, or draw, because 
creating a new physical object will be forbidden. Instead, they use their own bodies as their medium. A 
performance artist might recreate a destroyed Rembrandt by contorting their face and hands to mimic 
the chiaroscuro of light and shadow. Another might reconstruct a Rodin sculpture by twisting their limbs 
and freezing their body into the exact posture until their muscles burn and tremble. A third might use 
pigment derived from crushed flowers or ash to temporarily stain their skin, recreating the color palette 
of a Monet haystack before the sweat of their exertion washes the image away. In the vacuum left by the 
destruction, art does not disappear; it mutates into pure performance art. 

The Aesthetics of Impermanence 
This new art form is defined by its ephemerality. No two performances are ever the same. Because 
human memory is fallible, each rendition of a ‘masterpiece’ drifts and mutates over generations. 
Because the artworks exist only during the duration of a performance, the act of looking becomes 
sacred. There is no photography, no catalog, and no permanent record. If a viewer blinks during the 
performance of a destroyed Caravaggio, that specific detail is lost to them forever. The audience learns 
to value the present moment with an almost religious intensity. To blink, to sneeze, or look away during 
a performance is to miss that specific iteration of art forever. There is no rewind, no photograph, no 
reinstallation. 

The Body as Contraband 
The performance artists become the most dangerous people in society because they are the only 
remaining hard drives. If society wants to erase a piece of history, it must find and kill the specific 
person who carries the memory of it. To witness a performance becomes an act of illicit viewing. Secret 
gatherings are held in basements and abandoned buildings, where audiences sit in total silence, 
watching a performer use their naked body, contorted limbs, or temporary stains to resurrect a 
masterpiece for only a few minutes before it dissolves back into darkness.  Consequently, these artists 
live like fugitive monks. They travel in secret, trading performances for food or shelter. To witness a 
performance is an act of rebellion. 
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Gertrude Abercrombie - Giuseppe Arcimboldo - Arman - Jean Arp - Francis 
Bacon - Giacomo Balla - Balthus - Aubrey Beardsley - Giovanni Bellini - Hans 
Bellmer - Joseph Beuys - William Blake - Umberto Boccioni - Christian 
Boltanski - Pierre Bonnard - Hieronymus Bosch - Sandro Botticelli - Dirck Bouts  
Constantin Brancusi - Adriaen Brouwer - Jan Brueghel - Daniel Buren  
Caravaggio - Anthony Caro - Leonora Carrington - Cesar - Paul Cezanne - Jean 
Cocteau - Gustave Courbet - Lucas Cranach - Aelbert Cuyp - Leonardo Da Vinci  
Salvador Dali - Jaques-Louis David - Niki De-Saint-Phalle - Nicolas De Stael  
Edgar Degas - Eugène Delacroix - Sonia Delaunay - Paul Delvaux - Jim Dine  
Otto Dix - Gustave Doré - Marcel Duchamp - Durer - El Greco - Max Ernst - M.C. 
Escher - Marisol Escobar - Öyvind Fahlström - Henri Fantin-Latour - Leonor Fini  
Barry Flanagan - Dan Flavin - Fra Angelico - Caspar David Friedrich - Paul 
Gauguin - Theodore Géricault - Alberto Giacometti - Gilbert & George - Giorgio 
De Chirico - Francisco Goya - George Grosz - Matthias Grünewald - Frans Hals  
Richard Hamilton - Eva Hesse - Damien Hirst - David Hockney - Ferdinand 
Hödler - Hokusai - Hans Holbein - Jean-Auguste-Dominique Ingres - Floris 
Jespers - Ray Johnson - Allen Jones - Jacob Jordaens - Donald Judd - Frida 
Kahlo - Wassily Kandinsky - Anish Kapoor - Alex Katz - On Kawara - Ellsworth 
Kelly - Fernand Khnopff - Ernst-Ludwig Kirchner - R.B. Kitaj - Paul Klee - Gustav 
Klimt - Oskar Kokoschka - Alfred Kubin - Yayoi Kusama - Fernand Leger - Roy 
Lichtenstein - Richard Long - René Magritte - Kasimir Malevich  Man Ray  
Edouard Manet - Piero Manzoni - Henri Matisse - Bruce McLean - Hans Melig  
Henri Michaux - Buonarroti Michelangelo - Amedeo Modigliani - Piet 
Mondriaan - Claude Monet - Henry Moore - Gustave Moreau - Robert 
Motherwell - Alphonse Mucha - Edvard Munch - Alice Neel - Barnett Newman  
Emil Nolde - Georgia O’Keeffe - Claes Oldenburg - Meret Oppenheim - Eduardo 
Paolozzi - Francis Picabia - Jackson Pollock - Nicolas Poussin - Raphael   
Robert Rauschenberg - Martial Raysse  Ad Reinhardt - Rembrandt - Pierre-
Auguste Renoir - Gerhard Richter - Bridget Riley - Larry Rivers - Félicien Rops  
James Rosenquist - Mark Rothko - Henri Rousseau - Luigi Russolo - Jenny 
Saville - Egon Schiele - Kurt Schwitters - Alexandre Sean - Georges Seurat  
Walter Sickert - Chaim Soutine - Leon Spilliaert - Daniel Spoerri - Sophie 
Taeuber-Arp - Dorothea Tanning - David Teniers - Jean Tinguely - Henri de 
Toulouse-Lautrec - William Turner - Maurice Utrillo - Suzanne Valadon - Felix 
Vallotton - Rogier Van der Weyden - Theo Van Doesburg - Anthony Van Dyck  
Jan Van Eyck - Vincent Van Gogh - Victor Vasarely - Ben Vautier - Diego 
Velazquez - Johannes Vermeer - Franz Von Stuck - Wolf Vostell - Édouard 
Vuillard - Andy Warhol - Antoine Watteau - Louis Welden-Hawkins - Tom 
Wesselman - Rachel Whiteread - Antoine Wiertz - Grant Wood - Ossip Zadkine    
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